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STUDENT VIEW 
''Hello, John? This is Sally. What 
are you doing Friday night?" 
Sally Mac::Namara, Ml. Vernon, Illinois, Is 8 
junior In the Sc::hool of Soc::lal end Community 
Servlc::e. The1972·73presldentolthe 
Assoc::la lion of Women Students, she Wiii 
'i don't want 
a man who puts me 
on a pedestal' 
more honestly with their sexuality 
Students are living together, 
enjoying each other. in somewhat 
temporary situations. And there 
are many permanent relationships 
wh ich begin without the legality of 
marriage. If the couple has 
problems, several student services, 
both on and off campus. can help 
them work things out 
Although such phone conversations 
do not occur every day, they are 
becoming more common at 
campuses around the country - and 
the University or Missouri-Columbia 
is no exception. However, the 
change in the relationships of men 
and women students is much deeper 
than who asks whom out, or which 
one pays for the movie tickets 
People who comment on the 
"younger genera tion" point out that 
we have much more freedom than 
any other generation before us. 
one ol 25 student leaden In Summer Welcome 
'72, a registration and orientation program 
But the good old days of spring 
formals and dinner-and-a-movie 
dates have not died entirely. On 
And we enjoy this freedom in a 
more affluent world. We don't feel 
economic or social pressures to 
marry young and produce families. 
;1 highe' education isceadily 
available to those who wan t it. And 
at institutions of higher learning, 
such as the Columbia Campus, we 
can meet people from a variety of 
backgrounds with a diversity of 
opinions about almost every topic, 
including male-female relationships 
Many different l ifestyles can be 
experienced directly or vicariously 
during the four or more years of 
college. 
We young women are becoming 
more aware of our potential as 
human beings. Most of us aren't 
in college just to get a husband; in 
a majority of cases, we're here to 
exp lore. to find out what we can do, 
what we want to do, and to get a 
degree. The old joke, he got his 
BA and she got her Mrs., turns us 
?"·And we're getting our degrees 
m areas that formerly were ma!e-
dominated. 
for freshmen. 
In addition. the Women 's Liberation 
Movement has pointed out to many 
men that they no longer have to 
feel superior and/or dominan t to 
a woman - that we are partners in 
humanity, and should treat each 
other as equals 
The entire dating atmosphere has 
relaxed. Many college students 
have a group of friends that they 
party and go places with. They 
don't split up into couples. Living 
with both males and females is no 
longer looked upon as being 
immoral. People are realizing that 
often a commune is practical 
because of shared expenses and 
responsibilities. 
Women no longer feel like 
wallflowers because they don't 
have a date Saturday night. And if 
a group of "the guys" want to go 
to the show. they have no need to 
feel pressured to take dates along 
In individual relationships, the 
pressure on both partners is 
lessened. A woman can feel free 
to call the man. pay her own and, 
even, his way, without threatening 
his masculinity. And there is no 
great pressure to "go out" every 
night of the weekend. 
t he age of sexual openness and 
the availability of birth control 
devices have helped couples deal 
any given weekend. you can still 
find a kegger. Cand lelights in 
sororities and women's dorms 
celebrating a pinning or engagement 
are popular and frequent events 
One of the beauties of Mizzou is 
the diversity of its 21,000 students. 
Any student can find a group of 
people he or she can relate to and 
get along with . Lif estyles differ-
from fraternities and sorori ties, to 
University residence halls. to off-
campus apartments- and the social 
atmosphere varies even wi thin 
these 
I'm convinced, however. that the 
move toward more casual and 
relaxed dating is necessary. As a 
young woman concerned abou t her 
identity as an individual, I often 
feel uneasy and even superficial on 
a formal date. And I think more and 
more young people are feeling the 
same way. Friendships are valued 
high ly; students are interested in 
really getting to know the person 
they are with. I don't want a man 
who puts me on a pedestal any 
more than I want one who degrades 
me. I should be at his side-
relating to him as an equal. 
This mood is Campus-wid e 
We're looking at ourselves and how 
we relate to each other as mature 
individuals-and we're taking what 
we see seriously . This is the way 
it should be.-Sally MacNamara 
